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weet Briar College is fortunate 
to have had in its history de- 
partment a long line of pas- 
sionate lovers of books and a succession 
of librarians just as eager to get the 
books into the hands of staff and stu- 
dents. Our earliest accession lists re- 
flect this strong interest in historical 
writings as well as the discriminating 
judgment of the founders of our his- 
tory collection. A glance at our first 
accession list for 1907 shows that about 
half the books catalogued were in the 
field of history. Among them are such 
valued classics as: T. B. Macaulay, 
History of England (1863, 10 vols.) ; 
W. H. Prescott, History of the Reign 
of Ferdinand and Isabella (1856, 3 
vols.) ; and L. A. Thiers, Histoire de la 
revolution francaise (1846, 6 vols.). 
Later acquisitions have kept pace with 
this excellent beginning both in quan- 
tity and quality. The present history 
staff are agreed that we have a fine, 
substantial working library in history 
and we have tried to uphold the great 
tradition established by our predecess- 
ors. In this age of the reprint revolu- 
tion we consider it a great tribute to 
their judgment that we already hold the 
original edition of so many of the works 
listed in the reprint catalogs. Where 
there are gaps, and some are inevitable, 
we are filling them with reprints as fast 
as possible, to our great satisfaction 
and to the benefit of our students. 


Our collection is strongest in Ameri- 
can and British history, as one would 
expect from the trends in historical 
writing and teaching in the United 
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States in this century. The item that 
takes pride of place is our complete* 
set of the British Parliamentary De- 
bates, extending down to 1947. With 
great wisdom and foresight the Libr- 
ary acquired a large bloc of this series 
in October, 1927, including Cobbett’s 
Parliamentary History of England 
from the Norman Conquest in 1C66 to 
the Year 1808 (86 vols.) ; Cobbett’s 
Parliamentary Debates, 1803-1820 (41 
vols.) ; and the New Series, 1820-1830 
(25 vols.), now called Hansard’s De- 
bates after T. C. Hansard took over 
their publication in 1808. The remain- 
der were added later. This great his- 
toric set, which now fills 47 shelves in 
our stacks, is always at hand for the 
use of our students in British history, 
English literature and other fields. The 
purchase of 16 carefully selected num- 
bers of the British Parliamentary Pa- 
pers, through a generous grant from the 
Friends of the Library, represents a 
really exciting and valuable addition to 
this collection. Of similar importance to 
our students, although not so unusual 
is our set of the Congressional Record. 
W on possessing a fine collec- 

tion of sets of American 
and English journals which are invalu- 
able primary sources in historical stu- 
dies. “It warms my heart”, says Paul 
Taylor, Professor of American His- 
tory, “just to walk through the stacks 
and see all those bound volumes of the 
North American Review.” We have 
239 volumes running from 1821 to the 
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present. A view of our complete set 
of the Atlantic Monthly (220 volumes, 
1857-1967) evokes the same emotion 
and I feel just as happy about, for ex- 
ample, the complete set of The Quar- 
terly Review (1809 to 1967 in 305 
volumes) or The Nineteenth Century 
and after, in 148 volumes from 1877 to 
1950. By December of 1950 our con- 
servative cousins, the English editors, 
decided to change the title to The 
Twentieth Century! What gives the 
greatest satisfaction is the use made by 
our students of these volumes rich in 
contemporary views and ideas and in 
the writings of so many men and wom- 
en who are so important to us. Several 
other complete sets of journals that 
deserve mention, such as Speculum, a 
Journal of Medieval Studies, the Eng- 
lish Historical Review and the Ameri- 
can Historical Review must be omitted 
from this short account but we should 
take note of our important files of the 
New York Times (Jan. 1911-June, 
1914; 1928 to date). 


nother notable holding is our 
complete set of the Annual 
Register of World Events from 1758 
to the present. These volumes, publish- 
ed by the British government, are valu- 
able as much for the reflection of the 
views of the government in office at the 
time of compilation as for the informa- 
tion they provide. In extending our 
already large list of subscriptions to 
historical periodicals we now wish to 
add some journals in foreign languages 
such as the Vierteljahreshefte fuer Zeit- 
geschichte. Although, or rather because 
our girls, like most American college 
students and even graduate students 
today, do not find it easy to read his- 
torical writings in foreign languages, we 
want to make available foreign jour- 
nals in order that students might work . 
on a brief but significant study not to 
be found in English. 

We wish our students to make a 
similar use of diplomatic documents in 
the original languages. For some time 
another strong point in our history 
holdings has been our collections of dip- 
lomatic papers. We have, of course, 
many volumes of the Papers relating 
to the Foreign Relations of the United 
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States issued by the State Department. 
Moreover, we are acquiring as they are 
published all the volumes of the Docu- 
ments on British Foreign Policy 1919- 
1939, and of the Documents on Ger- 
man Foreign Policy 1918-1945. We 
have a complete set of the Documents 
on International Affairs, 1928-1961 
(27 vols., 1929-1965) published by the 
Royal Institute of International Af- 
fairs, also Die Grosse Politik der Euro- 
paeischen Kabinette, 1871-1914 in 40 
volumes. Because we are weakest in 
French and Russian diplomatic docu- 
ments we are especially happy about 
the recent acquisition of the microfiche 
edition of the Archives diplomatiques, 
Series I-IV (1861-1914) and the Re- 
cueil des traites et conventions conclus 
par la Russie avec les puissances etran- 
geres Vols. I-XV_ (1874-1909), made 
possible by a grant from the Friends of 
the Library last April. 

Surely of equal importance are the 
large and growing collections of the 
state papers of American presidents 
and statesmen, e.g., the papers of 
Thomas Jefferson, John C. Calhoun, 
the Adams family, Franklin Roosevelt. 
Valuable also are the correspondence 
of such men as George III or Edmund 
Burke, the diaries and memoirs of John 
Lord Hervey, the Diary of John Eve- 
lyn, Bishop Burnet’s History of my 
Own Time, etc. To these we want to add 
with the special purpose of strengthen- 
ing our sources in continental Euro- 
pean history, such papers as the com- 
plete works of Lenin and Stalin, in 
English translation, and the writings of 
Frederick the Great, also preferably in 
translation. Beyond this we need to 
acquire some good sources in French, 
Italian, German and Austrian history 
in the original language for our stu- 
dents to cut their teeth on. 

But our history holdings are so large 
and many-faceted and this votary of 
Clio so verbose that no space remains 
for a full description of other parts of 
our collection. 


Lysbeth Muncy, Chairman 
Department of History 


°A few volumes are missing, such as Third Series, 
Vols. 44-45 (1838-1841) and Vols. 123-160 (July 
1852-Feb. 1861) and these were reported to the 
Friends in the hope that you might be able to help 
us in our search, 


a 3 


SOR RON RON 


EXCON 


—. 
CC 
K—— 


XN 


Yam’, 


= 


7 


Fen Tg 
amet 
fictional 


aS 3 


“faim 
se i il 


Ny 
») 


cma 
aig 


sxc 


nS 
ROW 


ee ae 
co ih, 
ea ct 


4)? 
i aT 
Hy A Maas 8 


um 


—— 


‘area 


BERN 


> aun 


mee: 


fom a 


— 


ft 
oo 
am 


a3 


¥ Ml 
Coe 
Hi thanant 


i 


a 
sama 


e% 


+ 


e3 


ae 7 
r gromony 
KY 

ASIN 


gc 


scm ats 
“Pen 
giana 


rt a Fu wy 
RUDD A 
SN Ny a 


OK > 


¢ 


ras 


iP 
acu 


$5 TU Tasty rye 
— Co co « 
pated FO manna, Rome 


i 
x 


os 


+ > ence TF se Ty 


Se 


Chairman’s Message 


Students, faculty, staff, parents, 
alumnae, and just friends have assured 
the initial success of the Friends of the 
Sweet Briar College Library during its 
first 2% years. Our monetary support 
has been the means of providing many 
multi-volume sets and other high pric- 
ed books for the Library which other- 
wise would have been outside the col- 
lege budget. The growing gratitude 
and interest of the faculty attest to 
the need these purchases are fulfilling. 


In the long run, almost as important 
as the books purchased by the Friends 
organization is the work of this group 
in drawing the attention of the Sweet 
Briar family and other book lovers to 
the Sweet Briar Library. We need 
people as well as memberships, and we 
need people who are interested in books 
as well as people who are interested in 
Sweet Briar. Members who join not 
just one year but year after year will 
determine the future success of the 
Friends. 


Thus the next objectives of the 
Friends must be these: to broaden its 
base of membership and to enlarge its 
scope of telling the story of the Sweet 
Briar Library. Through an ever-im- 
proving Gazette and other publications, 
through the interest and enthusiasm of 
members who wish to share their in- 
terest, and through an expanding pub- 
licity and selling program the Sweet 
Briar Library will be enriched. The 
ripples set in motion by the Friends can 
spread into ever-widening circles of 
opportunitity for the Library of Sweet 
Briar College. 


Elizabeth P. Prothro 


The Friends have aided the Library 
in yet another way. Five thousand dol- 
lars was “borrowed” from the Friends’ 
funds in order to meet a requirement set 
by the United States Office of Educa- 
tion for a grant of a similar amount. 


The money, to be spent by June, 
1969, has been ear-marked for works 
selected by the Friends, for reference 
materials and for books for the Educa- 
tional Laboratory Library. 
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Approximately two thousand dollars 
was uncommitted from the amount ap- 
propriated in the 1968 annual meeting. 
The Council, after some discussion, al- 
located another two thousand to be 
added to this amount in order that the 
Librarian might purchase the items 
listed below: 


American Historical Association. 
Writings on American History. 
Reprint. 10 vols. 1906-1908, 1912- 
1917, 1921. 


Caxton, William. Metamorphoses of 
Ovid. 1480. Fascimile. 2 vols. 


Malory, Sir Thomas. The Works of 
Sir Thomas Malory, ed. Kugene 
Vinaver. 2nd edition. 8 vols. 


Mozart, Wolfgang Amadeus. Nene 
Ausgabe Samtlicher Werke. 55 
vols. 


Northanger Set of Jane Austen’s 
“Horrid Novels.” Reprints. 7 vols. 


Shakespeare, William. The First 
Folio of Shakespeare, ed. Charlton 
Hinman. Norton Facsimile edi- 
tion. 


The American Negro: His history 
and literature. 45 vols. Source 
materials on Negro history. 


Voltaire, Francoise M.A. de. Corres- 
pondence, ed. Theodore Bester- 
man. 107 vols. 


Council News 


Standing Committees to be Formed 

The Friends has shown such growth 
since its inception that the Council 
adopted the resolution that the follow- 
ing standing committees be formed: Fi- 
nance, Library Needs, Publications, 
and Membership. In addition, a Nomi- 
nation Committee will be appointed bi- 
ennially. 


Forty-one Friends have donated a 
total of 181 volumes in the past year. 
The subject matter ranges over many 


fields. 


Membership for the first six months 
of this academic year (July-December) 
now stands at 225. 
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In Pursuit or A Shropshire Lad 


Ms Eva Sanford was a classicist and 
medievalist, and the books left by 
her to the Mary Helen Cochran Li- 
brary are strong on the works of chron- 
iclers and the early Christian fathers. 
We are gradually getting these cata- 
logued and added to the library’s hold- 
ings. Amongst them there cropped up 
a small fragile-looking copy of A 
Shropshire Lad, the cycle of lyrics 
which was the first of A. E. Housman’s 
three books of poetry. He submitted it 
first to Macmillan, under the title The 
Poems of Terence Hearsay and when 
they turned it down offered it to the 
firm of Kegan, Paul, Trench and Trub- 
ner. These publishers agreed to print 
the poems at Housman’s expense, and 
he now changed the title, on the advice 
of a friend, to A Shropshire Lad. 
Housman paid £30, and within four 
weeks in February 1896, 500 copies 
had been printed and distributed to 
bookshops and reviewers. The type was 
then broken up and the next edition -- 
again of 500 copies -- appeared in Sep- 
tember 1898, published by Grant Rich- 
ards, who had written to Housman ask- 
ing whether he might publish the next 
edition at his own risk. 


It was hard to reconcile the appear- 
ance of Miss Sanford’s copy with the 
description of A Shropshire Lad given 
in John Carter’s checklist of Housman’s 
works. According to this, the first edi- 
tion has “Pale blue paper boards, white 
parchment back, cream paper label let- 
tered vertically in red. The title page 
is printed in red and black.” The meas- 
urements certainly tallied, the label 
and parchment back were identifiable 
though grimy, but the yellowish-grey 
boards looked as though they could 
never have been blue. Furthermore, if 
this was indeed one of those first five 
hundred copies which Housman had 
paid to have printed, the title-page 
should read, in red and black: 


A Shropshire Lad. London. Kegan, 
Paul, Trench, Trubner and Co., Ltd. 
MDCCCXCVI — Miss Sanford’s 
copy, through printed in red and black, 
reads: 


A Shropshire Lad. John Lane The 
Bodley Head. New York, 1897. At 


first sight, then, though we knew it 
could not belong to the second edition, 
it hardly seemed to belong to the first 
either. 


The riddle of this discrepancy is ans- 
wered by both John Carter’s checklist 
and by Grant Richards in Housman, 
1897-1936. They report that of the first 
500 copies, 150 were sent to New York, 
ready bound, for publication there by 
John Lane. These 150 bore the John 
Lane imprint on the title-page and were 
dated 1897, and Miss Sanford’s copy 
must have belonged to this batch. All 
the first 500 were printed by Ballan- 
tyne, Hanson and Co., Edinburgh and 
London. 


In the McGregor Collection of rare 
books at the Alderman Library in 
Charlottesville we can look at a first 
edition copy of A Shropshire Lad with 
the Kegan Paul title-page, inscribed by 
Housman. This has kept the faintest 
trace of light blue in its paper-boards— 
enough to prove that it too is turning 
the drab colour of our copy. Of two 
recorded variant printings of the label 
on the spine, Sweet Briar has one, and 
the University of Virginia the other, 
and the two books indeed complement 
each other. 


A Shropshire Lad sold slowly in Eng- 

land and eventually Housman got 
his money back with about £2 profit. 
It is now valuable as well as rare in 
the first edition. Poetry has been called 
“a submerged activity” in Housman’s 
life, and apart from Last Poems, 1922 
and More Poems, published posthum- 
ously in 1936, the body of his writing is 
scholarly and critical work on the clas- 
sics. He earned a reputation for being 
the most punctilious of editors; he de- 
tested printers’ errors and was pitiless 
to inaccuracy. On the title page of a 
critical work which offended him he 
wrote “Liar and slave” under the edi- 
tor’s name. Miss Sanford’s only anno- 
tation to A Shropshire Lad was to add 
a phrase from Pindar in the margin of 
Housman’s lyric “With rue my heart 
is laden.” 


Clarissa Rowland 
Reference Librarian 
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